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August 7, 2020 

Dear SCPS Families and Staff, 

 

This week we hosted our New Teacher Institute, welcoming 270 new teachers into Stafford County Public 

Schools (SCPS). The teachers received professional development, training, and information that will help 

them provide your children with a robust learning experience.  

 

On Monday, we will welcome back all of our more than 2,300 teachers and other licensed personnel along 

with nearly 600 paraprofessionals for the 2020-2021 school year. There is excitement and enthusiasm as we 

plan for the education of our 30,000 students, who will return virtually on August 31. For the next three 

weeks, all educators will be engaged in designing online instruction in Canvas, our learning management 

system, and learning about best practices for delivering engaging learning experiences for their students. I am 

more than confident that our amazing professionals are very excited and will do whatever is necessary to 

provide our students a robust and engaging learning experience throughout the 2020-2021 school year.   

 

This unprecedented year that is in front of us has its challenges, but also opportunities to redesign and 

reimagine how we can improve our school system so that every child makes progress regardless if they are 

taught virtually or face-to-face. I am confident that when the COVID-19 health crisis is over, our school 

system will be stronger than ever based on the hard work of so many educators throughout our school system 

and from the input of many of you that are reading this letter. What I stated last year in my welcome back 

letter to staff is worth repeating today. Our school system’s greatest strength is our employees. Our teachers, 

administrators, and support staff are dedicated professionals who are passionate about delivering a high-

quality education and providing resources that are necessary to help every child make gains academically, 

socially, and physically.  I very much look forward to welcoming back our extraordinary staff on August 

10th. 

 

I am happy to inform you that middle and high school students will now receive four days a week of 

synchronous instruction (teacher-led) and one day a week of asynchronous learning (self-paced) during the 

first semester. Elementary students will receive instruction five days a week, with synchronous instruction 

taking place twice a week and asynchronous learning three days a week. SCPS teachers will design a variety 

of instructional activities on asynchronous learning days to include pre-recorded video lessons, performance 

tasks, and/or differentiated resources for students to complete and apply their learning. At all levels, lessons 

will be available for students to review.    

 

All students are now assigned to either Schedule Group A or Group B. To determine which group your child 

is in, follow these instructions: 

• Log into ParentVue. (Please contact your student’s school for an access code to ParentVue if you do 

not have one.) 

• If you have more than one SCPS student, select the student you wish to view from the top left. 

• Select ‘Student Info’ from the tabs on the left. 

• When the ‘Student Info’ screen is displayed, scroll down to the ‘Other Data Info’ section where you 

will find your child’s ‘Student Schedule Group’. 

• Groups are subject to change to balance class sizes.  You will be informed of any changes. 
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I want to show you the proactive actions we are taking to prepare our schools and buses for our staff, 

students, and families. We are producing a Safety First: Return to School video series that highlights the 

mitigation strategies you will see in our facilities and on our buses.  I invite you to watch Safety First: 

Welcome to School and Safety First: At the Bus Stop that will show you some of what you can expect to see 

when we return to our buildings. Additional videos are under development that provide student and parent 

Canvas support, as well as detailed information on our sanitization procedures. 

 

On Wednesday, August 12th, we will host the next Town Hall meeting for Parents of Children with 

Disabilities, English Language Learners, and Children in Focus Programs. I welcome you to submit 

your questions for the Town Hall to scpscommunications@staffordschools.net no later than noon on 

Tuesday, August 11, 2020. 

 

On August 18th from 4:30-7:30 p.m., the Stafford County Health Department, in collaboration with SCPS 

and the Medical Reserve Corps, will provide a Tdap clinic at Colonial Forge High School. This is a drive 

through clinic located in the bus ramp parking lot for our 7th grade students. If you have health care coverage 

please bring a copy of your insurance card. No copayment will be collected; the Virginia Department of 

Health will bill your insurance. The clinic is free to uninsured and underinsured students. 

 

As always, I want to thank all of you for your continued support of our efforts and the school system. A 

cornerstone of the Stafford community is our school system, and I remain very grateful for the dedication 

and commitment of so many to navigate both the health crisis and instructional path forward. Please enjoy 

your weekend and the week ahead, and let’s all continue doing our part to keep the Stafford community safe. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Scott R. Kizner, Ph.D. 

Superintendent 
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